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Eebellion to Tyrants. 37 

Lastly, I do Constitute and appoint my Loveing wife Lydia 
Broadribb whole & Sole Executrix of this my last will and testa- 
ment, to all w ch I set my hand & seale this third day of May, 
1703. Will Broadribb. 1 (Seal.) 

Sealed & signed In presence of 

Lawrence Usher, John Spratley, 

his her 

William W. Wager, Eliz : E. Spratley. 

mark. mark. 

At a court held for James City count y, the 7th day of June, 
1703. 

This will was this day proved in court by the [mutilated] Law- 
rence Usher & W m Waiger two of the witnesses, and admitted to 
record. Test, C. C. Thacker, CI. Cur. Copia Test, C. C. 
Thacker, CI. Cor. 

Endorsed: Broadribb's Will. 



EEBELLION TO TYEANTS IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD. 
(See Quarterly, XIII., 192-194.) 

Dr. A. A. Folsom sends the following clipping from the New 
York Sun, April 9, 1905. He writes, "By the above it seems that 
Jefferson did see the aphorism before he wrote the Declaration." 

"Who is the author of the aphorism so frequently quoted, 'Be- 
sistance to tyrants is obedience to God,' and under what circum- 
stances was the sentiment delivered? Kent." 

"Not quite correct in the citation, 'Eebellion to tyrants is obe- 
dience to God' is the form having authority. In the Memoirs of 
Thomas Hollis (London, 1780) it is stated that in many Ameri- 
can homes was displayed the epitaph of John Bradshaw, the regi- 
cide. Hollis says that the epitaph is engraved upon a cannon at 
the summit of a steep hill near Martha Bray, Jamaica, where lie 
buried the remains of Bradshaw. The epitaph, which must have 

1 The chief interest in this will consists in its affording proof of a 
school in James City county. William Broadribb's widow, Lydia, mar- 
ried, secondly, Christopher Smith, Clerk of Jamestown Church, and 
teacher of the Indian children at the College of William and Mary in 
170G. 



38 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

fairly covered the cannon of the period, and is far too long to 
quote entire, concludes : 'Oh ! reader, pass not on till thou hast 
blest his memory! And never, never forget that rebellion to 
tyrants is obedience to God/ Unfortunately, Edwards, in his 
History of the British West Indies, says that there was never any 
such storied cannon in Jamaica. Furthermore, Bradshaw was 
buried in Westminster Abbey in the Commonwealth. On the 
Eestoration his body was dug up and hanged, the trunk was 
buried at the gibbet foot and the bead exposed upon a spike. A 
copy of the epitaph in Mr. Jefferson's handwriting and dated 
1776 was in 1824 given to De Lyon, who accompanied Lafayette 
on his return to this country in the latter year. On this copy Mr. 
Jefferson had made a note in these terms, 'From many circum- 
stances there is reason to believe there does not exist any such 
inscription as the above, and that it was written by Dr. Franklin, 
in whose hands it was first seen.' " 



DIARY OF COL. LANDON CARTER. 
{Continued from Vol. XIII., page 224.) 

Friday, Octob: 9, 1772. Many mush rooms are now springing 
up. I have had abundance gathered for home use. I hear that 
Hogs die about with eating them. Would it not be better to 
keep hogs up from the time of their springing (vizt.), about 
August to the cool weather, at least in the Sties every night ? 

Two clays ago the hair brained Molly Beale fell from her 
horse and) broke her arm, a good warning to all madcaps. 

I understand by my daughter Lucy, just come, that Presid' 
Nelson is now in great clanger. 

10. Col. P. Lee, his Lady and two children came here last 
night at candle light. The Colonel in his way to town, his Lady 
and Children make a visit of it to the family. A very fine 
morning. I rode out. In those fields cleared of their fodder 
the corn has not really a good look, but to open one of those 
pike Ears it is surprising. It puts me in mind of a comparison 
made on Dr. Jones' small Jemmy coat. Take it off, and to 
look at his body occasions a wonder how such a carcase could 
be contained in such a coat; like the shell of a soft crab, the 
body of the crab after the shell is off seems by much too large 



